031826 Meeting
Friday, January 30, 2026
11:05 AM
 
Start Time 11AM
End Time 1227PM
 
Attendees
Jason Broyles (Ohio811)
Bob Dunlevey (Taft Law)
Fabian Hunter (Capitol Tunneling)
Chris Glass (Trucco)
Brian Gockstetter (Lake Erie)
Jason Harvey (Prus)
Brian Hawkins (Barrett)
Mike Muzychenko (Great Lakes)
Jeannette Robinson (Paul Peterson Co.)
Jason Tucker (Great Lakes)
Gary Tuttle (Shelly & Sands)
Drew Williams (Great Lakes)
Kent Forster (Igel)
Philip Goff (Aeromark)
 
ODOT WTS Update
· DC provided updates to the new WTS testing procedure now being offered by ODOT.  
· L&D Course now offered
· Exams are electronic (no proctor)
· May take exam as often as needed to pass but only 1x per day
· Contractors who have taken the exam to date provided some feedback.  Most was all positive but contractor thought the navigation issues of the testing site "could use some work" as they found them difficult to navigate at times.  They also suggested that when team members taking exam they utilize 2 monitors.  This aids in search option.  
 
 
Legal Update
· Bob Dunlevey provided legal update on following OSHA developments:
· Heat Stress
· Discussions under new administration to "soften" some of the original language under the Biden administration.  Current administration is looking to make the language more of an "outcome" basis and organizations handle as needed.
 
· Voluntary Compliance Program/Safety Champions Plan
· Offers assistance in developing and changing safety plans.  Osha will assign mentor if needed to help in writing program.  
 
· Relaxed enforcement in Unionized settings
· Not going to look harder at organizations who are signatory with unions.
 
· Trenching Seminar (Cincinnati)
· Encouraged attendance of all members as it is free of charge and filled with pertinent information.  Assistant Secretary of Labor and Region 5 Deputy Director Daniel Johanson will be in attendance.
 
· Secretary of Labor Issues
· Current SOL (Lori Chavez-DeRemer) having issues with personal life (affairs, misappropriations of funds, etc.).  It is anticipated he will soon be asked to step down and be replaced.
· Jason Harvey shared a story concerning a recent trench collapse in SW Ohio.  Father/son buried up to necks and father survived however son did not.  OSHA offices are taking much stronger approach to trench collapses and looking to file charges against Organization owners.  This is becoming much more common place.
 
 
OUPS Updates
· Jason Broyles provided updates on the following:
· HB 227
· Passed OH Senate unanimously
· Gov signed into law 3/10/26.  goes into effect on 6/9/26
· 7 exempted activities now included in new legislation including milling of roadways (12" interstate highways and 6" all other roadways)
· New training requirement on conducting and housing of training records.  Must be completed every 5 years OR whenever changes occur 
· www.ohio811.com/HB227 for additional information on new bill and changes
 
· Subcommittee Updates/Involvement
· Duties of an Excavator
· Current horizontal directional drilling (HDD) operations are what is being considered for change thus far
· Misuse of 811 System
· Identifying what the misuse is and how to deal with them.
· i.e. calling in locates every 10 days but never on site for 8 months.  How to "penalize" organizations in extreme cases such as this?
 
· Mapping 
· Reasonable time frame for getting new installations "on the grid" for future locates.
 
· Mandatory Reporting (Data Collection)
· Strengthened language in HB227.  No future meetings scheduled for this committee
 
· Abandoned Lines
· Committee meeting and discussing record repository as well as other possible language changes.  Group has made significant headway and there seems to be consensus on changes, just not sure where it will land.
 
· Utility Coordination
· White Lining
· OH811 now has ability to virtual white line using database.  Plan is to test this process over next 6 months and then subcommittee can reconvene to discuss findings.
 
· Size/Scope
· Mandated to 1320' or less
· Up to 1 mile on certain projects (interstates)
· Still discussing and has not been brought to full Coalition for vote but believes that will be in very near future.
 
· UTC Standards
· Reviewing of current UTC standards in code and consideration of possible updates/changes.  Current language has not been changed since 2014.
 
 
Safety Awards
· DC shared the following winners of the OCA Safety Award during Winter Conference.  He also shared with the group 3 members were invited as finalist for the NAPA award to present during the AGC Convention next week.  Winners were:
 
· Winter Conference
· Union Industrial Constractors
· APBN Inc
· Cleveland Barricading Systems
· Rietschlin Construction Inc.
· Capitol Tunneling
· Miller Brothers Construction Inc.
· Trucco Construction
 
· NAPA (AGC) Construction Safety Excellence Submission
· Black Swamp Steel
· Granite Construction
· HIS Constructors
· All were invited to final presentations held during the AGC Annual Convention in Orlando
 
 
2026 Winter Conference
· DC requested ideas from members concerning possible courses to be offered during OCA Winter Conference 2026.  The following suggestions were made:
· 12/10/25 Meeting SC Ideas
· AI Panel/Roundtable 
· How to utilize AI in Safety
· DC informed the committee that similar courses were being offered next week at the AGC Convention and was planning to attend and would see how informative the courses may be.
 
· DOT Compliance
· Compliance w/FMCSA Regulations
 
· Any New Topics?
· WAZE and dealing with jobsite information
· VSSR Presentation via attorney concerning the process and how to comply
· Any topics to host at OCA?
· ODOT 715 claims and what is compensable.  DC stated he would discuss with Chris Engle about the changes and any L&D that may be offered.
 
Old Business
· None
 
 
New Business
· DC shared with committee that while attending a seminar at BWC Safety Congress last week, OSHA Special Emphasis program for 2026 will include the following…Excavation, Heat and Fall Protection for the construction industry.  
 
· Bob Dunlevey suggested committee members research and read the AH Sturgill case and the findings as it relates to Heat.  The case involved a roofing contractor from Dayton Ohio and was argued successfully by BD in front of OSHRC.
 
 
 
